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Omicron Sublineage BA.2 

• BA.2 is increasing in the U.S., and as of 3/19/22 accounts for 35% of 
cases 

• Estimated to be 50-60% more transmissible than parent 
• Closely monitoring European countries where BA.2 has become the 

dominant variant 
○ Increased cases for 2 consecutive weeks after declining for 6 

weeks
○ Factors include increased infectivity associated with BA.2, 

waning immunity from vaccination or prior infection, and 
relaxation of mitigation measures

SARS-CoV-2 Evolutionary Tree

Source: CDC COVID Data Tracker; Sudden rise of more transmissible form of Omicron catches scientists by surprise | Science | AAAS; Coronavirus (COVID-19) Cases - Our World in Data; 
Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 Omicron VOC subvariants BA.1 and BA.2: Evidence from Danish Households | medRxiv
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Updated 3/24

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions
https://www.science.org/content/article/sudden-rise-more-transmissible-form-omicron-catches-scientists-surprise
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-cases
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.01.28.22270044v1


COVID-19 Positivity Rates by Locality
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The map below shows a gradient of every Virginia locality and its corresponding 7-day moving average 
positivity rate. Darker shades of blue indicate higher locality positivity rates. 3% of Virginia localities have 
surpassed a 10% positivity rate for the 7-day period from 3/6-3/13, which is a 14-percentage points 
decrease in positivity compared to the prior reporting period ending on 3/5. 0% of localities have surpassed 
a 30% positivity rate.

Data source: The internal COVID-19 Locality Dashboard, accessed from this link:
https://dataviz.vdh.virginia.gov/#/views/COVID-19LocalityDashboardinternal/Labpercentpositivitybyweek?:iid=5. 

Updated 3/18

PCR Positivity Rate for 7-Day Period

3/6/2022 - 3/13/20222/27/2022 - 3/5/2022

https://dataviz.vdh.virginia.gov/#/views/COVID-19LocalityDashboardinternal/Labpercentpositivitybyweek?:iid=5


Virginia: Regional Metric Summary Updated 3/24

Central Eastern Far Southwest Near Southwest Northern Northwest

New cases per 
100k within the 
last 7 days

% Positivity 7-day 
moving average

COVID-like ED visits 
rate per 100k

3.2%

8.2 5.1 7.8 8.6 3.2 4.5

3.4% 6.0% 3.5% 3.7% 3.6%

78.0 28.6 55.5 53.184.2 83.8

Source: Region Metrics – Coronavirus
*Data represents a 7-day moving average, trends compared to 1 week ago comparing end of week totals from Thursday to Thursday.

Metrics date: 3/24/2022
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Burden Level 0 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

New Cases <10 10-49 50-100 >100

% Positivity <3 3-5 5-8 8-10 >10

CLI ED Visits <4 4-5.9 >6

Symbol Trend

Increasing

Decreasing

Fluctuating

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/internal-region-metrics/


Pandemic Trends Overview

National Trends

• The United States case rate per 100,000 population in the last 7 days has decreased to 59.6 (-17.1%)

• National new hospitalizations of confirmed COVID-19 cases in the last 7 days have decreased to 2,121 (-25.4%)

• The national death rate per 100,000 population in the last 7 days has decreased to 2.1 (-16.0%) 

Virginia Trends

• Case rate per 100,000 population in the last 7 days decreased to 75.7 (-9.2%)

• Compared to last week, Cases by Date Reported decreased to 942 (7-day MA) per day (-1.8%)

• Hospitalizations decreased to 408 per day (-21.5%) 

• Deaths for the week of 3/12/22 decreased to 20 per week by date of death reporting (-81.1%)

• Approximately 17,172 tests (PCR + antigen) were conducted per day over the past 7 days as of 3/18/2022

• As of 3/22/22, the 7-day PCR positivity rate is 3.7%, which represents a decrease (-0.5%) to the positivity rate of 
4.2% last week

• Approximately 3% of Virginia localities have a positivity rate above 10%, for the 7-day period from 3/6-3/13

• No Virginia localities have a positivity rate above 30%, for the 7-day period from 3/6-3/13

Sources: : CDC COVID Data Tracker , Cases – Coronavirus (virginia.gov), Cases and Deaths - Coronavirus (virginia.gov), VHHA Hospitalizations – Coronavirus (virginia.gov), 
Testing - Coronavirus (virginia.gov), https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations, trends compared to 1 week ago

Updated 3/21

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_casesper100klast7days
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-in-virginia-cases/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-data-insights/cases-and-deaths-by-date-reported/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-in-virginia/vhha-hospitalizations/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-testing/
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations


Key Takeaways Updated 3/21

Regional Metrics

• Regional metrics indicate that the downward trend for new cases per 100K, percent positivity, and COVID-like ED visits 
are mostly decreasing across the regions. 

• New cases per 100K are decreasing in the Eastern, Near Southwest, Far Southwest, and Northwest regions and 
increasing in the Central and Northern Regions. 

• % positivity is decreasing in Central, Eastern, Near Southwest, Far Southwest, and Northwest in the last week. 
Although no regions exceed 10% positivity rates, percent positivity is increasing in the Northern regions. 

• COVID-like ED visits are decreasing in all regions over the last week. COVID-like ED visits are at burden level 4 in 
the Central,  Far Southwest, and Near Southwest regions; burden level 2 in the Northwest and Eastern regions; and 
burden level 0 in the Northern region

• Virginia’s reported cases in the last 7 days have decreased to 75.7 (-9.2%) per 100K while national cases are at 59.6 (-
17.1%) per 100K

• Hospitalizations decreased to 408 per day (-21.5%) 

• Deaths for the week of 3/12/22 decreased to 20 per week by date of death reporting (-81.1%)

• Approximately 3% of Virginia localities have a positivity rate above 10%, for the 7-day period from 3/6-3/13

Virginia


